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Selection in ArcMap 
 
This section covers: 

o Selectable layers  
o Select features button 
o Select by location 
o Select by attributes 
o Selection from attribute table 
o Zoom to selection 
o Clear selection 
o Create shapefile from selection 
 

Selectable Layers 
 

1. Click on Selection in the menu bar, select Set Selectable Layers. 

  
 

2. Select the Layer needed for selection, click Close. 

 
 
OR 
1. Click on Tools in the menu bar, select Options. 
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2. Select the TOC tab.  Turn on the Selection box.  Click OK. 

 
3. Select Selection at the bottom of the Table of Contents. 
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Select Features Button 
 

1. Select the Select Features button. 

    
 

2. In the Data View, select the required polygon. 
 

Select by Location 
 
1. Click on Selection in the menu bar, select Select By Location. 

 
 

2. Choose the required fields and select apply. 
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Select by Attributes 
 

1. Click on Selection in the menu bar, select Select By Attributes. 

 
 

2. Choose the required fields and select apply. 
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Selection from Attribute Table 
 
Selection by attributes can be done from the data view or attribute table. 
 
Attribute Table 

1. Right Click on the Layer that you would like to view the table, select Open Attribute 
Table.   

 
 

2. Click Options box in the table. 

 
 

3. Choose Select By Attributes 
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4. Choose the Method, select the Field by douple clicking from the list provided,  
 
Manual Selection from Attribute Table 
 

1. Select the record needed by clicking to the left of the record. 

 
 
Zoom to Selection 
 

1. In the TOC, Right Click on the Layer that contains the selection, select Zoom to Layer.   
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Clear Selection 
 

1. Click on Selection in the menu bar, select Clear Selected Features. 

 
 

Create Shapefile from Selection 
 

1. Right Click on the Layer that contains the selection, select Data, select Export Data 
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2. In the Export section, select All Features, Selected Features, or All Features in View 
Extent.  Select Use the same Coordinate System as this layer’s source data.  And select a 
location for the new Layer to be saved.     

 
 

 
3. Click Yes or No.  
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